
Dog Park Task Force Agenda 
November 12, 2019 

6:30pm 
Takiff Center 

 

I. Review the results of the neighborhood survey from Shelton Park 
 

II. Discussion  
 

III. Next steps or recommendation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

DRAFT 
 

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 2, 2019 DOG PARK TASK FORCE MEETING 
GLENCOE PARK DISTRICT 

999 GREEN BAY ROAD, GLENCOE, ILLINOIS  60022 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:40pm and roll was called. 
 
Commissioners and Staff present: 
President Lisa Brooks, Vice President Stefanie Boron, Executive Director/Secretary Lisa 
Sheppard 
 
Task Force Members present: 
Michael Bier, Rene Firmin, Laurie Gross, Erich Haupt, Anne Nathan 
  
Discussion on Article on Chevy Chase Dog Park Closure in Maryland: The task force 
talked about the article. Comments included… 
 
  Chevy Chase issues about surrounding houses and parking could be similar to 

parking at Shelton on Harbor 
  A draw for dogs, so there will be more issues with dogs going to the bathroom on 

route 
  Possible solution to label a half-block or so - “no parking”  
  The Village will look into parking on snow storage land during non-snow seasons, 

would not be available for about 5 months a year 
  Noise was main complaint in the Chevy Chase articles, even with shortened hours 

the homeowners were bothered by noise. A berm, shrubs were suggested although 
a berm will take up most of the park. A berm in a suburban town next to a baseball 
park does not reduce the noise. Berms are more for visual, not for reduction in 
decibels. 

  The low area at Shelton will need drainage or to be built up, possibly a good area for 
a berm 

  People should lose their privileges if parking or the dog park is misused.  
  Another park district revoked membership to a dog for biting another dog, the dog 

owner sued the park district for discrimination against their dog; the park district did 
not want to spend tax dollars on a lawsuit, so they gave the membership back. 

  Limit hours during early and late hours; it was noted that Chevy Chase tried that, 
many work from home or have babies napping during  the day 

 
General Discussion: Comments included… 
  Just because Shelton is the best of the bunch does not mean it should be advanced; 

there can still be obstacles that cannot be overcome.  
  The task force should go door to door to touch base with those who do not respond 

to the survey. We want to hear their voice. 
  The task force decided to reach out to Shelton neighbors first and do their due 

diligence and try to find a solution for a dog park that is needed. 
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  Owners knew about Watts Ice Rinks prior to buying whereas this would be a new 
amenity. 

  Dog park size of .9 or .45 was discussed; .9 was advanced even with the more 
expensive price tag 

  Water issues from turf was discussed, possibly a turf entrance only to reduce mud 
  Making the tough decision that will affect neighbors 

 
Survey Discussion:  
 The survey will allow for multi-person households. 
 Homes to be surveyed were determined based on home location and parking 

impact. 
 
Next meeting: The task force will discuss the survey results. Comments were read from 
a member not able to attend the meeting. 
 
Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 8:04pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                   
 

Lisa M. Sheppard 
Secretary 
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86.79% 46

13.21% 7

Q2 Are you a neighbor of Shelton Park?
Answered: 53 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 53  

Yes

No
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94.34% 50

5.66% 3

Q3 Have you ever been to a dog park before?
Answered: 53 Skipped: 0

Total Respondents: 53  

Yes
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45.10% 23

39.22% 20

17.65% 9

Q4 Do you think Glencoe could benefit from an area where dogs could
safely play off-leash?

Answered: 51 Skipped: 2

Total Respondents: 51  

Yes No No opinion
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Q5 What benefits could a dog park bring to Glencoe? (Rate the strength
of your opinion:  1 – no benefit, 5 - high benefit and 3 –

neutral/ambivalent)
Answered: 50 Skipped: 3
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 I do not want a dog park in Shelton Park!! I have a dog - she loves to play with her peers buth not
in the proposed park by my House!! All of these are important, But not in the Shelton Park
Location!

11/4/2019 3:53 PM

2 These are all benefits to the dog and its owner noth the town of Glencoe or residents without dogs. 11/4/2019 3:19 PM

1 -No benefit 2 3 – neutral/ambivalent 4 5 - high benefit

Socialization
for dogs

Exercise and
enrichment f...

Socialization
for humans

Builds a sense
of community

Gives dogs a
safe space t...

Improves
desirability...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

 1 -NO
BENEFIT

2 3 –
NEUTRAL/AMBIVALENT

4 5 - HIGH
BENEFIT

TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

Socialization for dogs

Exercise and enrichment for dogs

Socialization for humans

Builds a sense of community

Gives dogs a safe space to exercise
and roam freely

Improves desirability of Glencoe to
potential buyers (newcomers)
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3 We are strongly against this! 11/4/2019 3:16 PM

4 Dogs socialize on the Green Bay Trail, at the parks &downtown which in itself brings the sense of
community. Dogs/owners have the beach 7 months out of the year to socialize. Dogs off leash are
never guaranteed safe!

11/4/2019 3:13 PM

5 Not in Shelton Park!!!! 11/3/2019 9:41 AM

6 We have several dog parks nearby, already. this is a park for children to play with a beautiful
garden for children to learn and grow.

10/25/2019 6:35 PM

7 Dogs should be able to run around in any park. A dog park in a crowded city like Chicago makes
sense, but not a town like Glencoe. This sounds like a trendy idea that isn't necessary and adds
infrastructure to one of the few beautiful, green spaces left in Glencoe. I would rather see
wildflowers/tall native grasses and even more trees in this area instead. And let dogs roam there
as well as people, rabbits, squirrels, etc. :)

10/24/2019 10:37 PM
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Q6 What concerns do you have for a dog park in the location shown on
the rendering at the beginning of this survey? (Rate the strength of your
opinion:  1 – no concern, 5 - high concern and 3 – neutral/ambivalent)

Answered: 49 Skipped: 4
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Parking, especially on Harbor Street 11/5/2019 3:59 PM

2 Down grading an existing park planned for area residents homeowners with children. 11/4/2019 3:58 PM

3 Highly Concerned! 11/4/2019 3:53 PM

4 Proximity to current users - tot lot, walking path;GB trail; houses changing the character of Shelton
Park; flood plain issues.

11/4/2019 3:48 PM

5 Many activities are in the park already including stoplights, children going to school, cross traffic to
Sheridan to Green Bay and more!

11/4/2019 3:40 PM

6 Don't want to lose our path cutting through from north to south. Your map looks like it is entirely
eliminated - don't want to use the path by tracks.

11/4/2019 3:36 PM

7 There is flooding in that area of the park. There are already cars parked on Harbor during school
pick-up hours and for special events at South School.

11/4/2019 3:32 PM

8 None 11/4/2019 3:24 PM

9 Changes the whole nature of this park from quiet neighberhood to crowded, noisy-not good for
little kids. Already has cyclists and pedestrians with kids - dogs would overload it- and I have a
dog.

11/4/2019 3:22 PM

10 Way too much happens around Shelton Park already. Train crossing, bike trail, walking trail, farm,
playground, snow removal storage, construction launching site. Shelton Park also frequently
floods. It makes no sense to add to all of this another element that will only bring more congestion.
There are other parks in Glencoe that are rarely used and have easier access to parking such as
the park across from the Glencoe train station parking and north of Union Church.

11/4/2019 3:16 PM

11 Brings risk of theft to homes/ Outsiders! 11/4/2019 3:16 PM

12 That space is very low & holds a lot of water; worried it would end up being a big mud pit!! 11/4/2019 3:08 PM

13 Could having a dog park affect the bike & run walk paths. This also is one of the most dangerous
intersects in Glencoe/train, car, walkers, bikers,and runners.

11/4/2019 3:02 PM

14 This location is too clsoe to a playfround and homes! 11/4/2019 2:46 PM

15 This would significantly NEGATIVELY impact the homes and families that border the dog park.
there would be an increase in noise, congestion and odor. The proposed parking is inadequate.
The playground in th epark would be negatively impacted. This also proposed in a flood plain
creating a chronically muddy park. The proposed entrance off of Harbor street is a busy and
dangerous intersection with Green Bay trail traffic, busy Harbor St traffic and the threat of fast
moving trains at that intersection - this is an accident waiting to happen!! Overall, this a BAD
location for a dog park, it should NOT be located in a highly populated residential area so close to
Glencoe resident homes.

11/3/2019 1:16 PM

16 Terrible for Shelton Park!!!! Harbor St is busy enough! 11/3/2019 9:41 AM

17 It will change Shelton Park for the worse. It will ruin the character of the neighborhood. There is
NO parking. Flood plain.

10/31/2019 1:40 PM

18 There is a very popular playground used for lots of group outings right next to the proposed site.
Also, inadequate drainage in Shelton Park - the park routinely floods after heavy rains.

10/29/2019 10:04 PM

Noise

Trash

Hours of operations

Dogs getting loose

Impact on property value for
homes near dog park
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19 Unfairness of dog park adversely affecting only certain Glencoe residents who live near the park 10/29/2019 9:49 PM

20 Safety of children in play area, bikers, walkers Flood area not ideal for dog park. 10/26/2019 5:02 AM

21 It would hurt the beautiful teaching garden in the park 10/25/2019 6:35 PM

22 see above. 10/24/2019 10:37 PM

23 I lived across from a dog park in Miami and there were many conflicts. Dogs became aggressive
and then owners became aggressive. It was not a good experience.

10/24/2019 8:08 PM

24 This area floods so concern about mud 10/24/2019 8:04 PM
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11.54% 6

86.54% 45

0.00% 0

Q7 Would you support a dog park in the area shown on the rendering?
Answered: 52 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 52  

# IF NO, LET US KNOW IF ANYTHING COULD BE DONE TO MAKE THIS AREA
ACCEPTABLE: 

DATE

1 We utilize the park for our toddler to play and run around. A dog park would limit our ability to do
this and take away from the natural beauty. The park was a big reason why we chose to move to
Glencoe.

11/4/2019 8:00 PM

2 The area already accomodates a childrens playground, tennis players, gardeners and adult park
users like me!

11/4/2019 3:58 PM

3 Locate it somewhere else - see attached for reasons 11/4/2019 3:56 PM

4 NO!! Important to note! My only hesitation is this particular area gets EXTREMELY marshy/flooded
during high rains& basic elements- how do you intend to keep the area dry & free of fecal odor &
bugs that come with "septic" situation, this is a major issue to consider or remedy please.

11/4/2019 3:53 PM

5 This are does not lend itself to meet dog park location criteria. Too manyu conflicts. See
attachment of letter.

11/4/2019 3:48 PM

6 Nothing can be done. This area is simply located too close to other homes and would adverse;u
affect the beauty and serenity of Shelton Park.

11/4/2019 3:43 PM

7 No, nothing 11/4/2019 3:40 PM

8 Don't eliminate the current path throught that area. Not if you cut out path. 11/4/2019 3:36 PM

9 Move it north. To a park near trains station. More parking. 11/4/2019 3:33 PM

10 Nothing would make this area acceptable to me. 11/4/2019 3:29 PM

11 Very concerned about dogs getting Loose and conflicts between dogs. 11/4/2019 3:26 PM

12 Have dog park out on west side of Glencoe by Fores Preserve 11/4/2019 3:16 PM

13 Move it! Or we don't need it! This is a waste of money to spend on a dog park that will require
upkeep and regulations(someone to enforce). Brings down property value.

11/4/2019 3:13 PM

Yes No No opinion 
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14 Avoid water build up in that area; fence in make sure dogs have shot tags & hold owners
accountable (ticket,fine if not); some way to compain if problems.

11/4/2019 3:08 PM

15 This proposal is once again not thought through. You have Village trucks, trains, walkers, Runners,
bikers, and school crossing all going by a dog park! Not Safe! Please see attachment with
commets.

11/4/2019 3:02 PM

16 I believe that this idea is interesting but I have significant concerns about the location and strongly
oppose it at the moment.

11/4/2019 2:56 PM

17 This area is too clsoe to a park that frequents small children. Dogs will get loose. 11/4/2019 2:53 PM

18 No its too clsoe to playground and homes, that area of the park is always flooded and where would
the parking be? No parking its too small! Is there any possibility the dog park could be in the Cook
County Forest Preserves on Lake Cook and Green Bay? That's a great location lots of space,
parking, away from schools, playgrounds, and homes.

11/4/2019 2:46 PM

19 This is an unacceptable area for a dog park. Other areas should be considered such as the shared
area near Turnbull woods.

11/3/2019 1:16 PM

20 Change the location -this area is highly saturated with marshland and already busy with pedestrian
and vehicle traffic -no way would this serve as a benefit to our neighborhood-it would be a total
disaster of sewage-fecal residue and absurd traffic and noise to us-NO WAY!!! Find another
location!!

11/3/2019 9:41 AM

21 No. Shelton Park is not a good location. This dog park will completely change the beauty and use
of the park!

10/31/2019 1:40 PM

22 Nothing. No one in this community should be forced to live close to a dog park. If we can't find a
site where no one is adversely affected then we should not have a dog park.

10/29/2019 10:04 PM

23 No -- no dog park should be located adjacent to or behind any house anywhere in Glencoe. If we
can't find a place with no nearby homes (e.g. beach, golf course, etc.) then we should not have a
dog park -- nobody wants the dog park near their house and no supporter would volunteer his or
her back yard as a location.

10/29/2019 9:49 PM

24 We do not want a dog park, period. 10/27/2019 8:31 AM

25 Our property backs to the park. We are highly opposed to the dog park in the SW corner of
Shelton Park. We already live with the cell tower in our area, the frequent train noise in our area
and one-side street parking. The addition of a dog park sounds like another noise and garbage
contributor and frankly, a nightmare that will lower our property values. We love dogs and we walk
dogs all over our beautiful village and we have never had a problem. I see no need to spend our
tax dollars on this eyesore in our beautiful open space park. Do we need to fill up every square
foot of open space?? The properties around the park already have flooding problems. Where will
the dog park drainage go?? Most likely, right into our back yards. Do we really have so much
money that we can spend it on a dog park?? Why don’t we fix our village wide drainage problems
with the extra money? This proposed area is currently a perfect area for biking, walking, jogging on
the close by trail. We don’t need our dogs barking at every passerby. If dogs get loose, I’m
concerned about the children who play freely in the nearby playground. Parking will be a
nightmare for those who will drive to the dog park. We already have parking issues. Does anyone
on the task force live on property directly connected to the park? Thanks for allowing input.

10/26/2019 5:02 AM

26 Making this area would destroy Shelton Park and leave no area for people without dogs to enjoy
the park. I walk my dog in the park five times a day. This would prevent me from walking in the
park. The traffic and noise would destroy the quiet use of the park and present a noise problem at
all hours. It would adversely change the character of the neighborhood and adversely affect the
value of the homes bordering the park. The park currently is in a flood plain which is not conducive
to high dog traffic. As it is now, the park district could do a better job in controlling flooding of the
paths which are impassable after a rain or snow. The situation is very dangerous and could lead to
injury of people walking on the path and a major liability to the village. The entrance to the park
and any dog park is in a very dangerous location. It is where the bike path, the green bay trail,
bikers and walkers all come together. The location of the metra tracks present a major hazard.
Finally parents picking up there children from South School would not longer be able to park along
harbor street to walk over to the school to meet their children. The location for the dog park is
totally inappropriate. Tom Wechtet

10/25/2019 4:34 PM
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27 Again - Glencoe park district is on a tear to develop/urbanize the few remaining green spaces -
and I have noticed that when they do, too few trees/grasses/bushes are planted around the large
new infrastructures. Open green spaces give a lot of value to the area, and they are disappearing
quickly. A dog park isn't needed in Glencoe. Friends Park, which was one of the first projects that
was re-done recently, only a few years later has 1/4 of the equipment already broken/removed,
nothing new put back, and ripped up turf - it already looks shabby. And the lack of mature trees
means little shade or natural climbing fun for kids. I'm not in favor of more developments that get
neglected only a few years later.

10/24/2019 10:37 PM

28 Put it Takiff 10/24/2019 8:12 PM

29 There is no open field for kids to play near this park if this area is used for dogs. I also don’t love
That it is next to a children’s unfenced park. If the kids park was fenced in and the dog park was
fenced in it would be a little better but still not good for living across from it.

10/24/2019 8:08 PM

30 I cannot find a way to make this acceptable. It will be loud and smell and make the playground
undesirable for kids to go to due to the smell and noise. It will make playing at the tennis courts
less desirable. Also, we've already had a MAJOR change to the noise level and landscape with the
removal of trees/landscaping between the homes and the train. We don't want this too.

10/21/2019 6:43 PM
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We go to the dog park in Lake Forest, Prairie Wolf Dog Park. It is a 44 acres for the dogs to roam free. I 

realize it is part of the Lake County Forest Preserves, but it works because it is so large and the doges are 

not on top of each other. 

I have taken my dog to the Deerfield Dog Park which is as small as the one proposed for Glencoe. The 

dogs are on top of each other and really don’t have anywhere to run. 

Is there any possibility the dog park could be in the Cook County Forest Preserves on Lake Cook and 

Green Bay? That’s a great location – lots of space, parking, away from school and playgrounds! 
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