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Camp Overview 
Glencoe Park District’s summer camp programs 
provide a wide range of experiences for ages 2 
through 16. Activities in a typical camp week include 
camp games, swimming at Glencoe Beach, crafts, 
sports, special events, field trips, cookouts, and 
theme days. Camp days are structured to encourage 
children to make new friends, have fun, learn 
something new, and play in a safe environment.  

Our traditional camp season ran from June 16 
through August 8, spanning eight weeks. The season 
wrapped up with Summer’s End Camps during the 
week of August 11–15. In addition, we offered 
specialty camps the weeks of August 11–15 and 
August 18–22, including Fashion Design/Sewing, 
Beach Camp, Camp Kids Club, Game On Sports 4 
Girls, Sports Camps, Extra Innings, and Beach 
Volleyball. 

On August 6, we hosted our Camp Family Night with all of the Glencoe Park District camps at Berlin Park. There were 
over 500 family members and campers who came out to the event. This even included entertainers, food trucks, camp 
games, popcorn, cotton candy, and face painting. There was a large turnout from all the camp families, and the event 
received overwhelmingly positive feedback.  

Our camp season goals were created to provide an exceptional experience for the participants in our camps.  

• Provide a safe and fun camp experience for every participant 
• Provide activities that engage the camper and offer a variety of experiences 
• Be flexible and solution-oriented when weather or other factors dictate a change in schedule or planned activities 
• Continue to develop our communication strategies and streamline throughout all camps 
• Seek opportunities to build authentic relationships between staff, campers, and families through open lines of 

communication 
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Staffing and Training  
Glencoe Park District prides itself on hiring hardworking, motivated, and energetic staff members. This summer, our 
camp staff included over 100 individuals working as camp directors, head counselors, and counselors.  

All camp staff members completed over 20 hours of training in 
preparation for the start of camp on June 16. Training included an 
all summer staff orientation on May 21, followed by two 
additional days on June 12 and 13 at the Takiff Center. We hosted 
a Camp Open House on June 9, giving campers and guardians the 
opportunity to meet staff, pick up camp shirts, and review 
summer schedules. 

As part of the training process, we welcomed two guest speakers 
who provided valuable perspectives for the upcoming season. 
Jennifer Rosinia delivered an engaging presentation on camper 
behaviors and the reasons behind them, while Brian Wismer led 
groups through a variety of camp games and icebreakers to use 
throughout the summer. 

To ensure training was both thorough and camp-specific, training was divided between youth and preschool camps, 
allowing staff to receive content tailored to their specific programs. 

Talent LMS, an online training platform, was utilized to train staff on important topics before 
they arrived at training. Topics included sexual harassment, emergency action plans, 
accident/incident reporting, and important safety procedures. This helped significantly reduce 
our in-person training time. 

Camp staff were trained in official camp procedures, including safety, first aid, camper 
supervision, and appropriate interaction with campers. Staff were taught innovative games, 
how to keep campers engaged during transitions, how to interact with parents, and ways to 
develop relationships with campers. The training is site-specific, so camp staff can get familiar 
with the site where they will be working. The training consists of PowerPoint presentations, 
group activities, hands-on practice, discussion, and role-playing scenarios.  

In addition to basic camp 
training, camp staff attended 
the summer employee 

orientation led by the District’s leadership team. At this 
training, leadership welcomed staff to the Glencoe Park 
District team, explained the SPIRIT values that embody 
the agency, and impressed upon the staff the 
importance of their roles. Camp leadership staff 
attended a specific leadership training where they were 
exposed to camps' more challenging scenarios, including 
staff discipline, interacting with upset 
patrons/participants, creating a culture of 
accountability, and fostering success in counselors. 
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Preschool Camps 
Our Preschool Bears Camps consist of Baby Bears, Teddies, Pandas, and 
Koalas. These camps are catered to our little ones, ranging from 2 to 4 years 
old. All our preschool camps offer 8-week and 4-week registration options as 
well as 5-day and 3-day options. Preschool Bears Camps follow DCFS ratios 
for class sizes, and all our camps have at least one head counselor and two 
counselors. Following the DCFS ratios and room requirements limits the 
number of participants that can be accommodated in our preschool camps. 

Baby Bears were led by our camp coordinator, and each child had a caregiver 
present. External performers were hired to provide special activities for our 
campers, such as bubble and reptile shows, bounce house days, and more. 
We also provided in-house entertainment for our campers, including theme 
days such as the “Roar” of July celebration! Our Koala camps visited local 
parks and Glencoe Beach. Preschool Bears Camps utilize the Brightwheel app 
for check-in and check-out as well as to post updates and photos throughout 
the day.  

Camp Data for Bears Camps  
This year, with Kinder Korner moving to the School-Age Camp team, the projected numbers are lower than in previous 
years. The decision to move Kinder Korner to the Youth Camp was made to provide a more age-appropriate camp 
experience for children entering Kindergarten. 
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Baby Bears 
Baby Bears is our parent and tot program for those under two years old. The Baby Bears meet on Thursdays from 10-11 
AM, and a parent or guardian must stay. This program is an introduction to Glencoe Park District preschool 
programming and camps for young families in a parent-tot setting.  

 

Teddy Bears 
Teddies is our two-year-old camp and operates Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:15-11:15 AM or 9:15 AM-12:15 PM for 
an extended day option. Since this is a 2-day per week program, the Teddies get an introduction to the camp schedule 
and routine without the full day commitment. This helps most of our Teddies campers with their transition next year 
into the Pandas camp. Our Teddies enjoy on-site activities such as classroom crafts, special performers, and water day! 
The Teddies camp team also staffs the Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Panda Bears group. The Teddies camp saw a 
spike in enrollment compared to the previous 4 years. 
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Panda Bears 
Panda Bears Camp is our three-year-old camp. There are several options for this age. Campers can attend 
Monday/Wednesday/Friday or Monday-Friday and either 9-11:30 AM or 9 AM-1 PM. The Pandas camp had a waitlist for 
our second session, and we were able to let in two siblings into the program, which allowed the group to be at capacity. 
The Panda Bear Camp stayed at Takiff Center and participated in on-site activities, including an animal show, bounce 
house, hands-on exhibits on the go, and a magician. 
 

Koala Bears 
Koala Bears is our four-year-old camp. The camp runs Monday-Friday, 9 AM-1 PM, with the option of extending the day 
until 3 PM. There were two groups of Koalas, one group consisted of only 9 AM-1 PM enrollment, while the other group 
had a mix of 9 AM-1 PM and 9 AM-3 PM enrollment. Koala Bears camp visits our local parks and Glencoe Beach. The 
Koalas participated in special performances, including hands-on exhibits on the go, a DJ Dance Party, a bounce house, 
and a magician.  
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Preschool Summer’s Beginning 
Preschool Summer’s Beginning Camp ran two sections for the two weeks prior to the start of camp. Both sections were 
filled with 20 campers. We will continue to offer two weeks of summer beginning as it is highly demanded by our 
families. For next year, we will be doing one week of instructor-led camp and the other will be led by one of our 
contractual programs to offer variety to our families.  
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Youth and Teen Camps 
Youth and Teen camps consist of six registration options 
for those entering Kindergarten through ninth grade.  All 
our youth camps offer 8-week, 4-week, and 2-week 
registration options. Action Quest offers a 1-week option. 
This summer, we continued to use the Glencoe Camp App. 
This mobile app allowed our parents to view camp 
calendars, receive important updates, and view camp 
photos on their phones. The app sent push notifications to 
parents, reminding them of the scheduled activities for 
each day, including what to bring, drop-off/pick-up 
locations, and pictures of their camper’s day. Due to 
program manager changes, Kinder Korner shifted to be 
managed by the school-age camp team. 

Kinder Korner 
Kinder Korner Camp is for participants entering Kindergarten. The camp runs Monday-Friday with two different time 
options. Participants can register for 7 AM-6 PM or 8:45 AM-3 PM. Kinder Korner goes to local parks, the beach, field 
trips, and participates in special performances such as Tots-N-Tunes, bounce house day, and a magician. Kinder Korner 
aligned their camp day more closely to how Sun Fun and Camp Adventure operate, including field trips, theme days, and 
weekly trips to Glencoe Beach. 
 
Based on decreased popularity in 2024 for the 8:45 AM-1 PM option, we eliminated it in 2025.  The elimination of the 
mid-day time frame allowed us the opportunity to take the Kinder Korner Camp on eight off-site field trips. Enrollment 
at the Kinder Korner Camp was down. This may be attributed to a smaller incoming kindergarten class at District 35.  
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Sun Fun 
Sun Fun camp is for participants entering first and second grade. This camp runs Monday-Friday and participants have 
the option to register for 7 AM-6 PM or 8:45 AM-3 PM. This camp offers 8-week, 4-week, and 2-week registration 
options.  

Sun Fun Camp is one of the signature camps of the Glencoe Park District. Camper activities include sports, crafts, camp 
games, and visits with specialty staff, such as Amazing Minds and Young Rembrants. Campers also go on weekly beach 
trips, participate in theme days, and field trips. Highlights this year included water parks, the Brookfield Zoo, Santa’s 
Village Amusement Park, competed in Color Wars, and Funway Entertainment Center. Campers participated in two 
undernighters that featured special activities and enjoyed special Dairy Queen Blizzard Days at the Glencoe Beach.  
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Camp Adventure 
Camp Adventure serves participants in the third and fourth grade. This camp runs Monday-Friday and participants have 
the option to register for 7 AM-6 PM or 8:45 AM-3 PM timeframes. Camp Adventure offers 8-week, 4-week, and 2-week 
registration options. Campers develop relationships with peers, travel on field trips, play sports and games, and enjoy 
special theme days. Camp Adventure did see a slight growth in the number of participants. 

Highlights from this summer included fourteen Field Trips that included escaping a mobile escape room, multiple 
waterparks, and extended day field trips to a Chicago White Sox Game, the Forge Adventure Park, and Bear Paw 
Adventure Park. Campers also enjoyed two undernighters at the Takiff Center, cookouts, and special Dairy Queen 
Blizzard Days at the beach.  
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Action Quest 
Action Quest is our camp for participants entering fifth through eighth grade. This camp runs Monday-Friday from 9:15 
AM-3:15 PM and operated out of the Weinberg Family Recreation Center. This camp offers 8-week, 4-week, and 1-week 
registration options. Action Quest campers travel 4 times per week with 1 of those days being a trip to the beach for a 
weekly cookout. Action Quest offered two extended days this summer, Six Flags in the first four weeks and Raging 
Waves in the second four weeks. Action Quest also visited camper favorites such as Bear Paw Beach, Climb Zone, and 
iFly.  

In 2025, total enrollment remained strong at 220. The flexibility of 1-week registration options continues to play a 
significant role in sustaining enrollment, and staff received consistent positive feedback from families on this option. 
New this year, Action Quest operated off-site four days per week, which resulted in higher contractual expenses 
compared to 2024.  
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Summer’s End 
Summer’s End Camp is offered for kindergarten through fifth graders as a one week extension to our 8-week camp 
option. Summer’s End Camp was hosted at the Weinberg Family Recreation Center due to the annual shutdown of the 
Takiff Center for maintenance. Campers enjoyed trips to Launch Gurnee, the Shedd Aquarium, and the Glencoe Beach. 
They also participated in a special water day where we rented a giant water slide, and a campers’ choice day.  In 2025, 
we had 90 campers compared to 115 enrolled in 2024, 80 campers in 2023, and 44 in 2022. 
 
Counselor in Training  
 

The Counselor in Training program is designed for children entering 7th through 10th grade.  Camp runs Monday-Friday 
from 8:30 AM-3 PM for the full 8 weeks of summer camp. CITs have the option to register for 8-week or 4-week options. 
CIT camp exposes campers to a mixture of day camp activities and camp staff experiences. CIT camp thoughtfully 
integrates enjoyable summer activities with job training skills to prepare participants for a potential job on the camp 
staff team at the Glencoe Park District.  CITs are assigned to Kinder Korner, Sun Fun, or Camp Adventure groups based at 
the Takiff Center. They are expected to assist the camp staff and learn daily camp operations. CITs receive a weekly 
evaluation, highlighting strengths, areas to improve, and weekly goals to become the ideal candidate for a camp position 
in the future.  

Due to low enrollment in the half-day program, the half-day and full day CIT programs were combined. Campers 
participated in team building activities two times this summer by visiting Go Ape High Ropes course and Pinstripes. The 
CIT participants also went on their assigned camp groups field trips.   
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Specialty Camps 
 
Game On! Sports 4 Girls 
This was our fifth summer partnering with Game On! Sports Camp 4 Girls. It ran for nine weeks in 2025. This camp offers 
8-week and 1-week registration options with the requirement of a minimum of 2 weeks. The camp day ran from 9 AM-3 
PM, Monday through Friday, and was located at South School this summer. Game On! offered an Extension Camp that 
was offered the week of August 18th at the Takiff Center. 

In 2025, Game On! saw a positive trend as both revenue and total enrollment increased during the summer. There were 
a total of 628 enrollees, of which 255 were unique individuals. Among these unique participants, 190 were non-
residents, while 65 were residents. 
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Finish Strong Athletics 
This summer marked our first partnership with Finish Strong Athletics Camp. The 8-week program offered both full 8-
week and flexible 2-week registration options. Camp ran from 9 AM-3 PM, Monday through Friday, and was held at 
Central School. To support families, Finish Strong Athletics provided both door-to-door and express bussing options, 
making drop-off and pick-up more convenient. They also introduced multi-week discounts, which were well received by 
participants. 

Finish Strong Athletics saw strong participation with 303 total enrollments, representing 190 unique individuals. Of 
these, 130 were non-residents and 60 were residents. Per the District’s agreement, revenue was split 75/25 with Finish 
Strong Athletics. 
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Customer Feedback and Survey Results 
At the end of each season, a survey is sent to the camp 
participants' families to solicit feedback used to 
improve and make changes to the camp program the 
following year. This year 91 camp families completed 
the survey (121 in 2024, 126 in 2023, and 103 in 2022). 
The survey is created, distributed, and analyzed using 
Survey Monkey.  Camp participants were asked about 
their camp experience from the registration process to 
staff, facilities, activities, field trips, and overall 
experience. This year we sent out the survey at two 
different times, one after the first 4 weeks and one 
towards the end of the second 4 weeks.  

Responses to the survey were overwhelmingly positive 
with very few unsatisfactory responses. Camp families 
continue to appreciate the safety, affordability, and 
organization of all of our camp programs.  

Families found the value of our camps to be extremely high with not a single respondant saying the value was poor and 
97% finding it good to excellent. 
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Overall, the satisfaction with our camps in 2025 continued to be strong compared to previous years. Camp families 
continue to be satisfied with the registration process, activities offered and operating hours across the board. 
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Overall, the rating of Park District staff in 2025 remained steady compared to previous years. This year we saw Camp 
Management and Registration Staff ratings at 100% for Good to Excellent Ratings. 

  

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Camp Staff

Program Management

Customer Service Staff

Camp Staff Program Management Customer Service Staff
Excellent 68% 80% 78%
Very Good 19% 11% 13%
Good 7% 9% 9%
Fair 5% 0% 0%
Poor 1% 0% 0%

2024 - Please Rate the Glencoe Park District Staff

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Camp Staff

Camp Management

Registration Staff

Camp Staff Camp Management Registration Staff
Excellent 68% 62% 71%
Very Good 24% 28% 21%
Good 7% 10% 8%
Fair 1% 0% 0%
Poor 0% 0% 0%

2025 - Please Rate the Glencoe Park District Staff
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Overall Camp Participation & Financial Information 
Camp financials continue to trend positively, with revenue projected to reach $2.1M in 2025, more than doubling since 
2022. Expenses have also increased, rising 139% since 2022, but remain well below revenue. Excess revenue over 
expenditures is projected at $838,783 in 2025, up $361,673 compared to 2023 actuals and $90,070 over 2024 actuals.  

Demand remains strong for specialty camps, full-day options, and extended care beyond the traditional camp day. Total 
camp enrollment is grew significantly, reaching 1,725 campers in 2025. This is a 26% increase over 2024. This is in large 
part due to the addition of Finish Strong Sports Camp. 

Please note these numbers do not include Aquatics and Sailing Camp. Aquatics and Sailing Camp numbers will be 
presented as part of the Lakefront Report. 
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Below is a comparison of our traditional camp locations. This includes our Bears Camps, Kinder Korner, Sun Fun, Camp 
Adventure, and Action Quest. We continue to see strong enrollment in our traditional camps by Glencoe Residents. A 
majority of our Non-resident registration comes through Sun Fun and Camp Adventure as our fees are comparable to 
neighboring Park District Camps. We also have a strong reputation within the community for providing quality camp 
programming. 
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Future Considerations 
• Expand beach activities when swimming is closed to keep campers engaged and energized on these days. 
• Offer AM and PM Care separately instead of one extended day option. Expand AM and PM options to Aquatics 

and Sailing, Action Quest, Finish Strong, and Game On camps. 
• Streamline ePACT questions to eliminate unnecessary information being required as part of the camp 

paperwork. 
• With the preschool expansion using two classrooms, Teddies Camp will no longer be offered. While this may be 

disappointing for families of 2-year-olds, we are now providing full-day care for 35 children in Glencoe and 
surrounding communities. 

• Baby Bears will become Little Bear Explorers for ages 3 months–2 years. The program will run Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 10–11 AM, for 8 weeks, led by the camp coordinator with parent/guardians staying. Activities will 
include parks, Glencoe Beach, and in-house play. Designed as a two-year intro before Panda and Koala Camp, it 
helps families build trust and ease into structured camp routines 
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Appendix A – Camp Calendars  
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